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The first symposium wholly dedicated to wood waste in France 

The multiprofessional committee on Wood-Energy (CIBE) organises a symposium dedicated to wood 
waste on the 30th November 2017 in Le Havre (Normandy, France). The seminar is the first one in 
France wholly dedicated to this resource.  

In order to identify the challenges to be met to mobilise used wood for energy purposes, CIBE’s 
experts and their partners, including BIOREG, will make an assessment of the situation, and in 
particular the context of the neighbouring European countries (Belgium, United-Kingdom…): 
characterisation, classification, regulation, flows and uses. Next to the French speakers, experts 
from Germany and UK will shed light on the situation in their own country, and will in particular 
highlight the success factors that could be replicated in France. 

Energy: a promising outlet 

With an estimated annual flow of more than 7 million tons (Mt) in France, the mobilisation of end-
of-life wood is at the centre of several issues: to reduce the volume for landfilling (3Mt), to avoid 
destabilisation of existing economic sectors (wood panel manufacturing for nearly 2Mt), and to 
optimise energy recovery (approximately 1.5 Mt). The remaining part is exported to Belgium and 
Italy (approximately 1Mt) and, based on available options, to power plants in Northern Europe.  
How can we prevent the substantial loss of added value for the producing regions? How can we 
better exploit this resource within our borders? The production of heat constitutes a promising 
outlet. 
The emergence of such a solution is however determined by three fundamental elements: an 
applicable and suitable regulatory framework, the establishment of new outlets and a sector 
economically attractive for the owners of these wastes. 

2 visits of a sorting center and CHP Plant 

On the eve of the seminar, 2 visits are planned in Rouen: a "high performance" sorting center and a 
CHP plant, both fed by wood waste. These sites are among the rare ones in France to perform  high 
quality wood waste sorting and preparation and its waste-to-energy valorisation.  
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